April 2005 Alabama Amateur News

Show season 2005 is well under way now with several Alabama Amateurs bringing home top titles from the Dixie Nationals in Jackson. Congratulations to Tracy Plummer on her Reserve Champion win in the Novice Amateur Hunter Under Saddle.  Tracy was showing The Art Of Motion to a tie-breaking ride for first place. Kathi Odom placed 4th in the Novice Amateur Showmanship showing Cherry Red Walker. Larry Mann came out of the Novice Amateur Western Pleasure with tears and a 7th  place overall victory. Larry was riding his new horse, Ima Classy Shocker. At only her second AQHA show, LeAnn Boger place 5th on the Novice Amateur Western Pleasure class showing her new horse CRS Rodeo Rock. Great way to start your show season!!

Plans are fast and furiously being set for this year’s Amateur show June 4th and 5th. The show will be in Andalusia, Alabama at the Covington Center. Currently, items for the silent auction are Phil Harris jackets, Remmington sculptures, show clothing and more. If you have an item you would like to donate for the silent auction, please contact Julia Caro for donation information.

The 2005 Amateur show will also have another western pleasure clinic featuring Trainer Steve Tidwell of Tallassee, Alabama. Steve will be giving demonstrations and winning tips on showing western pleasure. The clinic will be open for a limited amount of riders and unlimited amount of auditors. You’ll not want to miss this informative clinic! Watch for more details about the upcoming clinic on our web site at alaqha.com.

The Amateurs will be selling raffle tickets again this year as a money making project. The first place prize will be your choice of either a Big Horn work saddle or a portable gas grill/ice chest combination. 

Plans are in the works for another day clinic this coming fall. This year, the clinic will feature trainers Beth and Matt Gouthro of Selma, Alabama. The topics will include Hunter Under Saddle and Hunt Seat Equitation. The clinic will be on October 29th the R.H. Kirkpatrick Agriculture arena in Autaugaville, Alabama. The class is limited to twelve horse and rider combos at $100 and an unlimited amount of auditors for $50. There will be a limited amount of camper hook-ups available and there are plenty of stalls for your horses. Please contact Deborah Bush at 205-663-0140 to sign up for the clinic. Lunch will be provided to all.

On a very sad ending note, anyone that has ever shown in Alabama knew Jessie Smith. Jessie was the husband of Martha  Smith of Horse Shows, Inc. Jessie passed away on February 28th of a massive stroke. Please keep Martha and her family in your prayers. Jessie, a very kind man, will very much be missed.

Please be sure to visit the Alabama Amateur Quarter Horse Association web site for updates on this year’s events and happenings. Send in your news to hickoryhillfarm@700@msn.com and Good Showing!

