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The Alabama Quarter Horse Youth Association Constitution & By-Laws


ARTICLE I
The name of this organization shall be the Alabama Quarter Horse Youth Association.


ARTICLE II


This association shall have as its principle objectives:


Section 1:  
Development of leadership, initiative, self-reliance, sportsmanship, and other 


desirable traits of character.

Section2:  
To promote pride of ownership of registered Quarter Horses among young men
 and women.

Section 3:  
Safety.

Section 4:  
The teaching and learning of horsemanship, both care and handling of horses 


and the participation in the above.
ARTICLE III

Membership shall consists of young men and women 18 years of age and under.  Annual dues shall be due January 1 of each year.  Regular annual membership dues as of January 1, 2004 and thereafter shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) per year per member, or thirty five dollars ($35.00) per three years per member, or fifty dollars per life membership per member for the Alabama Quarter Horse Youth Association.


ARTICLE IV

Section 1:
This association shall be under the direction and guidance of the Youth Director and Board of 


Directors of the Alabama Quarter Horse Association.

Section 2:  
There shall be one (1) director chosen by the youth activity membership from the Board of 


Directors of the Alabama Quarter Horse Association for a period of one (1) year.  In addition to 


this youth director, there shall also be one (1) youth advisor.  The Youth Advisor may, but is 


not required to serve on the Board of Directors of the Alabama Quarter Horse Association. 

Section 3:
There shall be six (6) youth activity directors elected from the membership of the Alabama 


Quarter Horse Youth Association, each to serve a period of one (1) year.  Each president 


elected must be a member of the Alabama Quarter Horse Youth Association for one (1) year 


prior to the annual election.


ARTICLE V

Charter members shall be all members paid up by March 15th of the current year.


ARTICLE VI

Officers elected shall be as follows:  president, vice president, secretary/reporter, and treasurer.

Section 1:
Duties of the president shall be as follows:  preside over all meetings of the association.  The 


president shall appoint any committees which shall be deemed necessary for the efficient 


operation of the association.

Section 2:
The duties of the vice president shall be to assist the president and to act for the president 


when the president is absent.

Section 3:
The duties for the secretary/reporter shall be to keep an up-to-date roster of the association’s 


membership and shall call roll at each regular meeting.  He/She shall take minutes at meetings 


and distribute a copy to all officers, board members, the advisor, and director within fourteen 


(14) days following the meeting.  He/She will also turn in all state news to the publications that 


will accept it and print it at no charge.  He/She shall also be responsible for gathering 


information and sending out newsletters.

Section 4:
The duties of the treasurer shall be to keep the association’s financial records under the 


guidance of the youth director.


Section 5:
The duties of the Youth Director shall be to simply direct the youth members.  This person shall 


be notified of all meetings and should attend as many as possible.

Section 6:
the duties of the Youth Advisor shall be to simply advise the youth membership.  This person 


shall be notified of all meetings and should attend as many as possible.  This person shall 


accompany the youth teams to the American Quarter Horse Youth World Show and the All-


American Quarter Horse Congress.


ARTICLE VII

Section 1:
There shall be a minimum of four(4) meetings a year or as deemed necessary by the officers 


and board of directors.  The election of officers and board of directors shall occur at the general 


membership meeting at the annual awards banquet of each year.


ARTICLE VIII

The Alabama Quarter Horse Youth Association and/or the Alabama Quarter Horse Association, being a non-profit organization shall not be responsible for loss due to accident, theft, or otherwise sustained by any member, visitors or guest.


ARTICLE IX

The constitution and by-laws when approved by the youth advisor, the Alabama Quarter Horse Association and the Alabama Quarter Horse Youth Association shall stand until the annual awards banquet meeting.  They may be amended by a vote of 51% of the members present at the meeting.


ARTICLE X

1.
AQHYA YOUTH WORLD SHOW – Points for determining youth team to Youth World will be from May 1 

to April 30.
2.
Quarter Horse Congress – Points for determining youth team to Congress will be from January 1 to
            August 10.  Qualifying classes are:  Showmanship, Western Pleasure, Reining, Hunter Under Saddle, 

Horsemanship, and Barrels.
                                                             Amendments


Article III of the Constitution and By-Laws was amended at the annual meeting on December 7, 1974 by a majority vote of the members present.

Article III, Article IV section 2, Article IV Section 3 and Article VII of the Constitution and By-Laws were amended at the annual meeting on March 5, 1983 by a majority vote of the members present.  Section 6 & & of Article VI were added at the annual meeting on March 5, 1983 by a majority vote of the members present.

Article IV Section 1, Article IV Section 3 and Article VII of this constitution and by-laws were amended at the annual meeting on February 4, 1984 by a majority vote of the members present.

Article VI Section 3, Article VI Section 4 and Article VI Section 5 of this constitution and By-Laws were amended at the annual meeting on November 25, 1989 by a majority vote of the members present.

Article VI Section 7, Article VII, of this constitution and by-laws were amended at the annual meeting on November 27, 1992.

Article VI and Article VI Section 5 were amended at the annual meeting November 30, 1993 and deleted the office of parliamentarian by combining those duties with the office of vice-president.

Article VI Section 2 was added to the Constitution and By-Laws at the annual meeting January 21, 1995 establishing that the ALQHYA annual meeting will coincide with the annual ALQHA general membership meeting each January.

Article III was amended to change the membership fee and to allow for a life membership.  Article VI and Article VI Section 3 and Section 4 were amended to combine the offices of secretary and reporter and to provide a separate position of treasure.  All references to the Alabama Junior Quarter Association (ALJQHYA) are to be changed to the Alabama Quarter Horse Youth Association (ALQHYA).  The constitution and by-laws were amended at the annual meeting January 25, 1997 by a majority vote of the members present.



                     ALABAMA QUARTER HORSE YOUTH ASSOCIATION
                                            GENERAL RULES AND REGULATION


1.
Ownership of the horse exhibited by a youth will be determined by AQHA records.

2.
Members of the All-American Quarter Horse Congress and World Show teams representing Alabama
            Quarter Horse Youth Association must be an Alabama resident.

3.
Membership dues must be paid to the ALQHA secretary by check or money order.  State points will 

count from the date it is received.

4.
Points will be awarded on a 9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 model.  In classes having at least nine entries, the first
            place horse will receive nine points, the second place eight points, etc.  In classes having less than nine 
            horses, entries will receive one point for themselves plus one point for every horse they beat.

5.         Any member owing money or merchandise to ALQHYA or AQHA will be denied all privileges of the 
            Association until these obligations are paid.

6.
If an ALQHYA officer or board member fails to perform his or her duties or has two unexcused absences 

from board meetings, he/she is subject to removal from office or the board.  The executive committee 

which consists of all officers an directors shall determine whether an officer or board member is subject 

to removal under these guidelines.  If a board position or office is vacated, the remaining officers and 

directors will elect a replacement for the remainder of the term.


YEAR END AWARDS

1.
ALQHA Points for year end awards will begin January 1 and conclude after the last Alabama approved 

show in December.

2.
For the over-all-high point youth award, (13 & under) and (14-18) all youth classes including youth 

halter classes will count towards this award.  In order to be eligible for the youth all-around, an 

exhibitor must show in at least 3 different classes.  Novice classes do not count towards the high-point 

youth awards.  All points in (All-Age Youth Classes) will be separated into an exhibitors class division 

(13 & under) or (14-18).  All points are compiled on a one-horse/one-rider basis.  A reserve award will 

be presented in each division (13 & under) and (14-18) which will equal exactly one-half the amount of 

the all-Around Award.

3.
A Novice Youth (all age divisions included) All-Around award will be presented to the youth with the 

highest number of Alabama points in Novice classes only.  To be eligible, and exhibitor must have 

points in at least three different novice youth classes.  A Reserve Novice All-Around Award shall be 

presented to the second highest placing youth in Novice classes with will equal exactly one-half the 
amount of the Novice Youth All-Around Award.

4.
In classes judged on exhibitor’s ability (showmanship, horsemanship, equitation, and equitation over 

fences), more than one horse may be shown by the exhibitor fo the year end awards and team 

competitions.

5.
There will be awards given for each event, halter and performance.  Only one champion and reserve for 

each class will be presented (All-Age Youth).  In the event of a tie, the one participant placing in the 

most shows will break the tie.

6. Youth must participate in fund raising activities, Truck Ticket Raffle, or activity designated by the youth advisor, and Youth Horse Show, to be eligible for year end awards.

                         AQHYA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW QUALIFYING


1.
In order for a youth to qualify for the world championship show, he/she must be a member of the 

ALQHYA and AQHYA and recorded as such with AQHYA prior to May 1.

2.  
ALQHYA and AQHA points will be counted from May 1 to April 30.

3.
One youth will be selected, based on the 9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 method, first from the list of ALQHYA 

points, and a second youth will be selected from the list of AQHA points with the exception of 

Showmanship, Horsemanship, Hunter Hack, Working Hunter, Equitation over Fences, Jumping, Western 

Pleasure and cattle event classes (Refer to Rule #9).  Horses that have  no qualifying points (ALQHYA 

or AQHA) may not be allowed to participate in any class, regardless, even if no entries exist. 

4.
An alternate horse(s) in each event shall only be considered the alternate for the event after the AQHYA 

World Show registration deadline.  Alternates shall be selected from the list of ALQHYA points.

5.
AQHA points must be earned in youth classes, as open points do not count.

6.
Should there be a tie in ALQHYA points, AQHA points shall be used to break the tie, or should there be 

a tie in AQHA points, ALQHYA points shall be used to break the tie.

7.
Should one youth be high point in both ALQHYA and AQHA points, that youth will fill the list from the 

ALQHYA points.  The youth with the second most AQHA points will then be the other youth to qualify.

8.
A member of ALQHYA who qualifies nationally according to AQHYA guidelines will be eligible in addition
            to the two state representatives as long as they fulfill the following:


a.  They must participate in the Fund-Raisers designated for the World Show, which include the


     Youth Horse Show in April, and the truck raffle ticket sales.

9.
Showmanship, Horsemanship, Hunter Hack, Working Hunter, Equitation over Fences, Jumping, Western
            Pleasure and cattle class events will qualify on AQHA points.  The youth with the most AQHA points 
            (total in-state and out-of state) AQHA points will be selected second.  In case of a tie, the one with the 
            most state points (ALQHYA) under the 9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 method will  be selected.  Alabama points will 
            count only in the case of a tie and for alternate selection.

10.
All national point verifications must be sent to the youth advisor, postmarked by June 10 for 

qualification for the AQHYA World Show.

11.
If a youth has committed to go to the AQHYA World Show and later withdraws the entry, he/she will be
            held financially liable for the entries and expenses incurred in their behalf, except in extenuating 

circumstances.

12.
Each youth that qualifies will be allowed to represent Alabama in three events per horse at the AQHYA 

World Show.  If there is an event in which on one wishes to participate, then the youth with the most 
           state points can participate in a fourth class at the individuals expense.

13.
A committee consisting of the youth advisor, youth director, and members of the youth world show 

committee will coordinate Youth World Show activities (stall decoration, team attire, etc.)
      NATIONAL YOUTH ACTIVITY TEAM TOURNAMENT (NYATT)

1.
Qualifying for the Alabama NYATT team at the All-American Quarter Horse Congress is basically the 

same as qualifying for the Youth World Show with the exception that the time period runs from January 

1 – August 1.  All national point verifications must be sent to the youth advisor by August 15.  The only 

classes available on the Congress Team are:  showmanship, horsemanship, western pleasure, reining, 

hunter under saddle, and barrel racing.

